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Having said thus much, S'ri Krishna Chand resumed to Sati-
bhama, " O wife ! do thou come with me, then Bhaumasur will be
killed ; because you are a portion of the earth, and on this account
have become his mother. When the gods gave the boon of a son
to the Earth they said this, "When thou shalt order [someone] to
slay [him] then thy son will die ; otherwise, slain by anyone any-
how, he will not die."l As soon as she heard this statement,
Satibhama Ji, having reflected somewhat in her heart, saying
this much, remained dissatisfied, " Maharaj ! my son is your son ;
how will you slay him ? "

The Lord, evading this remark, said, " About slaying him I have
not much concern ; but once I gave you a promise, and that I
want to fulfil." SatibhaiM said, "What is that?" The Lord
resumed, " Once Narad Ji, having come, gave me a flower of the
Kalpa-tree ;2 accepting it, I sent it to Rukmini. Having heard
of the affair thou wast angry ; then I made this promise, i Be not
dejected ; I will bring the Kalpa-tree itself, and give it to thee.'
Therefore I am going to redeem my promise, and take thee with
me to show Vaikunth to thee."

On hearing this statement, Satibhama Ji, being pleased, was
ready to go along with Hari. Then the Lord, having seated
her behind him on Garuy,3 took her with him, and departed.
Having gone some distance, S'ri Krishna Chand Ji asked Sati-
bhama Ji, a Tell me truly, beauteous one ! having heard this
affair, what at first didst thou imagine that made thee displeased ?
Explain the secret of that to me, that the doubt of my mind may
depart." Satibhama said," Maharaj ! you having killed Bhaumasur,
will bring sixteen thousand one hundred princesses ; you will
reckon me also among them ; thinking this, I was dissatisfied."

S'ri Krishna Chand said, u Thou shouldst not be anxious on
any matter. I will bring the Kalpa-tree, and will place it in thy
house ; and do thou present me, along with that, to Narad, the
saint; then buy me back, and place me near thee ; I will ever
remain subject to thee. Just in this way, Indrani gave Indra,
along with the tree ; and Aditi [gave] Kasyapa. By making
this present, no wife of mine will be equal to thee." Maharaj !
talking away in this fashion, S;ri Krishna Ji arrived near Prag-
jyotishpur. Upon seeing the fort of mountains, and the rampart
of fire, water, and wind, there,4 the Lord ordered Garur and the
discus Sudarsan ; and they in a moment, having battered down,
extinguished, swept away, and fixed, made up a good road.

When Hari, advancing forwards, began to penetrate into the

1  That is, "he will not anyhow be put to death by anyone."

2  The ICalpavriksh, or Kalpadruma, is a miraculous tree of Paradise, which
grants all wishes.

3  Garur, or, more usually, Garuda, is a miraculous bird, of stupendous power,
on which Vishnu rides about.

4  In the preceding page the rampart was mountainous, and the forts were con-
structed of the elements.